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Objectives:  There are two main objectives to Assignment 1.  The first objective is to refine your skills in critically analyzing research reports.  Some authors take more license in interpreting their results than others.  In this assignment, you will develop your own view of the research results and determine if they support the authors’ claims.  The second objective is to examine the accuracy of research reported in secondary sources.  Textbooks have limited space to discuss individual studies, possibly leading to inaccurate representations of the results.  In this assignment, you will determine for yourself how satisfied you are with the job your textbook has done.

Due date:  The paper is due at the START OF CLASS on Wednesday February 5th.

General requirements:  You are to select one citation from the textbook readings for the first half of the course (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, & 8) and read the paper cited.  The paper must be an empirical study (i.e., one that collects and analyses data) and not a review paper (i.e., one that reviews other people’s research).  You should summarize the textbook’s description of the research, and provide your own more detailed description of the work.  Then, critically analyse the fit between the textbook’s description of the research, the message the authors of the paper wished to convey, and your own independent reading of the paper. 

Specific requirements:  The paper should be a maximum of 4 double-spaced pages, not including title page and references (most papers should only require 2 references, the paper you are examining and the textbook).  Papers must be in 12-point Times font.

Required sections:  
· title page
· textbook description: discuss how the textbook frames the research findings
· authors’ perspective: provide a description of the logic behind the research, how the study was conducted, the research results, and the authors’ interpretation of their results
· your perspective: discuss whether you believe the authors of the article have accurately portrayed their research results
· synthesis and conclusion: compare the interpretations of the research provided by the textbook, the article authors, and yourself
· references

Suggestions:  Better papers will incorporate a competent analysis of the research results, so you should select a paper that uses statistics you understand.  As Chapter 2 focuses on research methods, you are probably best off not selecting a citation from this chapter.



